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But Jerufalem which is above is free, 
which is the mother of us all. So then, 
Brethren, we are not children of the 

‘ bond woman but of the free. 


\ 


T is common for the infpired wri- 
ters to {peak of the gofpel difpenfa- 
tion in terms applicable to thempme-heavern 
emer world, efpecially when they 
view it in comparifon with the law 

of Mofes. In this light, they confider the 
church of God, and good men upon earth, 
as members of the church and family of 
God above, and liken the liberty of chri- 
ftians, to that of the citizens of the hea- 
venly Zion. : 


We 


ban 


We doubt not, but the Jerufalem above, 
the heavenly fociety, poffefles the noblett 
liberty toa degree of perfection, of which, 
the human mind can have no adequate 
conception, in the prefent ftate. The 
want of that knowledge and re¢titude they 
are endowed with above, renders liberty 
and government fo imperfe@ here below. 


NExtT to the liberty of Heaven, is that 
which the fons of God, the heirs of glory 
poffefs in this life, in which they are freed 
from the bondage of corruption, the ty- 
ranny of evil lufts and paffions, defcribed 
by the apoftle, by deing made free from fin, , 
and becoming the fervants of God. Thefe 
kinds of liberty are fo nearly related, that 
the latter is confidered as a fure pledge of 
the former, and therefore, all good men, 
. all true believers, in a fpecial fenfe are 
vcs Saachildren of the free woman, heirs of the 
promife. This religious or fpiviaaal liber- | 
ty muft be accounted the greateft hapyi- 
nefs of man, confidered in a priyate capa- 
city. 


Bur confidering ourfelves here, as con- 
nected in civil fociety, and members onc of 

* another, we muft in this view, eftcem civil | 
liberty as the greateft of all human blef | 
{ings 
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fings. ‘This admits of different degrees, 
nearly proportioned to the morals, capaci- 
ty, and principles of a people, and the 
mode of government they adopt. For 
like the enjoyment of other bleflings, it 
fuppofes an aptitude, or tafte in the pof- 
feflor.. Hence, a people formed upon the 
morals and principles of the gofpel, are ca- 
pacitated to enjoy the highelt degree of ci- 
vil liberty, and will really enjoy it, unlefs 
prevented by force or fraud. 


Mucu depends upon the mode andad- 
miniftration of civil government, to com- 
plete the bleffing of liberty ; for altho’ 
the beft poffible plan of government, ne- 
ver can give an ignorant and vicious people, 
the true enjoyment of liberty, yet a State 
may be enflaved, tho’ its inhabitants in ge~ 
neral, may be knowing, virtuous and heroic. 


THE voice of reafon, and the voice of 
God, both teach us, that the great object, 
orend of government, is, the public good, 
Nor is there lefs certainty in determining, 
that a free and righteous government ori- 
ginates from the people and is under their 
direétion and controul, and therefore a free 
popular model of government, of the repub- 
lican kind, may be judged the moft friendly 

to . 
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to the rights and liberties of the people, and 
the moft conducive to the public welfare. 


On account of the infinite diverfity of 
opinions, and interefts, as well as for other 
weighty reafons, a government altogether 
popular, foas to have the decifion of cafes 
by affemblies of the body of the people, 
cannot be thought fo eligible ; nor yet, 
that a people fhould delegate their power 
and authority to one fingle man, or to one 
body of men, orindeed to any hands what- 
ever, excepting for a fhort term of time. 


A FormM of government may be fo 
conftituted, as to have ufeful checks in the 
legiflature, and yet capable of acting with 
union, vigour and difpatch, with a repre- 
fentation equally proportioned, preferving 
the legiflative and executive branches dif- 
ting, and the great effentials of liberty be 
preferved and fecured. To adjuft fuch a 


model, * is acknowledged to be a nice and 
difficult 


* Tus form or conftitution of government, that 
has beer fubmitted to the people of this State, fo 
amply fecures the effentials of liberty, places and 
keeps the power fo intirely in the hands ef the 
people, is fo concife and explicit, and makes fuch 
an eafy ftep from the old to the new form, that it 
may juttly be confidered as a high evidence of the 
abilities of its compilers, and if it fhauld uct be 
complied with, it is very probable we never thall 
Sbiain a better, 
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difficult matter: and when adjufted, to 
render it refpectable, permanent and quiet, 
the circumftances of the State, and the ca- 
pacities and morals both of rulers and peo- 
ple, are not only of high importance but 
of abfolute. neceflity. 


Ir by. n no means becomes me to affume 
the airs of a diftator, by deliniating a mo- 
del of government; but fhall afk the can- 
did attention of this Affembly, to fome 
things refpecting a State, its rulers and in- . 
habitants, of high importance and necef_li- 
ty to the being. and continuance of fuch 
a free and righteous government as we 
with for ourfelves and pofterity, and hope 
by the bleffiog of God to have e’er long 
eftablifned. 


In this view, it is obvious to. obferve, 
that a fpiric of liberty fhould in. general 
prevail among a people : Their minds 
fhould be poffi fled with a fenfe of its werth 


and nature. 


Facts and obfervation abundantly 
teach us, that the minds of a community, 
as well as of individuals, are fubjedt to dif- 
ferent and various cafts and impreffions, 


The inhabitants of large and opulent «m= 
pires 
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pires and kingdoms, are often intirely loft 
toa fenfe of liberty ; in which cafe they 
become an eafy prey to ufurpers and ty- 
rants. ‘ 


WHERE the fpirit of liberty is found 


in its genuine vigour, it produees its ge- 


nuine effects, urging to’ the greateft vigi- 
lance and exertions, it will furmount great 
difficulties; that it is no eafy matter to 
deceive or conquer a people determined 
to be free. The exertions and effe&ts of 
this great {pirit in our land, have already 
been fuch as may well aftonifh the world. 
And fo long as it generally prevails, it 
will be quiet with no fpecies of govern- 
ment, but what befriends and protedts it. 
Its jealoufy for its fafety, may fomietimes 
appear as if verging to faétion ; but it 
means well, and can never endanger a 
ftate,unlefs its root and fource is corrupted. 


Free republican governments have 
been objected to, as if expofed to faétions 
from an excels of liberty: The Grecian 
ftates are mentioned for a proof, and it 
js allowed that the hiftory of fome of 
thefe commonwealths, is Jittle elfe but’a 
narration of fa@ions. But it is juftly 
denied, that the true fpirit of liberty pro- 
duced thefe cilcéts. Vie- 


ae, 


VIoLENT and oppofing parties fhaking 
the pillars of the ftate, may arife under 
the beft forms of government. A govern- 
ment from various caufes may be thrown 
into convulfions, like the Roman ftate 
in its latter periods, and like that, may die 
of the malady. But the evils which hap- 
pen. in a State, are not always to be char- 
ged uponits government, much Jefs. upon 
one of the nobleft principles that can. dwell, 
in the human brea(t. ‘Chere are difeafes 
jn government, like fome in the buman 
body, that lay .undifeovered ’till they be- 
come wholly incurable. 


Tue baneful effetts of exorbitant 
wealth, the Juft of power, and other evil 
paflions, are fo inimical to a free, righte- 
ous government, and find fuch anveafy ac- 
cefs to the human mind, that itis difficulr, 
if poflible, to keep up the fpirit of ‘good 
government, unlefs the fpirit of liberty pre- 
vails in the State. This fpirit like other 
generous growths of nature, flourifhes beft 
in its native foil. It has been ingrafted at 
one time and. another in various countries; 
in America, it fhoots up and grows as in 
jts natural foil. Recolle&ing our pious 
anceftors, the firft fettlers of the country, 
nor fhall we look for aaceftry beyond that 

period, 
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period, and we may fay in the moft literal 
fenfe, we are children, not of the bond 
woman, but of the free. It may hence 
well be expeéted, that the exertions and 
eff &ts of American liberty fhould be more 
vigorous and compleat. It has the moft 
to fear from ignorance and avarice ; for 
it is no uncommon thing for a people to 
loofe fight of their liberty, in the eager 
purfuit of wealth,as the States of Holland 
have done. And it will always be as eafy 
to rob an igncrant people of their liberty, 
as to pick the pockets of ‘a blind man. 


THE flavery of a people is generally 
forinded “in ignorance, of fome kind of 
another ; and there are not wanting fuch 
fadtsas abundantly prove, the human mind 
may be’fo funk and debafed thro’ igno- 
ranice and its natural effects, as evento adore 
its enflaver, vand kif its’ chains, 

Hever, habit gc and Jearning may 
weil be Goemidereal as moft éffentially re- 
quiffte to a free, righteous government. 
4 republican government and fcience, mu- 
tvatly Promote and ae eee each other. 


ORT eT literary acquirements are in- 
‘deed the for of but few, becaufe but few 
os in 


See 

in a community have ability and opportu- 
nity to purfue the paths of fcience. But 
a certain degree of knowledge is abfolutely 
neceflary to be diffufed through a ftate, 
for the prefervation of its liberties and the 
quiet of governnient. 


Every kind of ufeful knowledge will 
be carefully encouraged and promoted by 
the rulers of a free State, unlefs they fhould 
happen to be men of ignorance them- 
{elves ; in which cafe they and the commu- 
nity will be in danger of fharing the fate 
of blind guides, and their followers. The 
education of youth by inftruétors_pro- 
perly qualified, * the eftablifhment of fo- 
cieties for ufeful arts and {ciences, the 

en- 


* The want of. proper inftru@ors and a proper 
method of inftructing, are the reafons that 
what we call common education, or {chool- 
learning, is generally fo imperfect among us, 
Youth thould always be taught by ftri& rule, 
in reading, writing and fpeakivg, and fo in all 
parts of their education. By this, means, the 
advantages of their education will commonly 
increafe with their aze ; that by a little appli- 
cation in their riper years, perfons, may raiie a 
ufeful fuperftructure from a {mall foundation 
that was well laid at {chcol, in their earlier 
days. It would be of eminent fervice, if in- 
ftructors would more generally endeavour to 
fix in the minds of their {cholars; the rules of 
reading, of fpelling, of writing, or of whatever 
branch of knowledge they teach, 
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encouragement of perfons of fuperior abi- 
lities will always command the attention 
of wife rulers. 


The late times of our glorious ftruggle 
have not indeed been ‘favorable to the 
caufe of education in general ; though 


much ufeful knowledge of the geography 


of our country, of the fcience of arms, of 
our abilities and ftrength, and of our na- 
tural rights and liberties, has been ac- 


quired ; great improvements and difcove-. 


ries have alfo been made in feveral kinds 
of manufa&ory. But our fecurity and 
the public welfare requires yet greater ex- 
ertions, to promate education and ufeful 
knowledge. Moft of the internal diffi- 
culties of a State, commonly arife froma 
ignorance, that general fource of error. 
The growls of avarice and curfes of clowns, 
will generally be heard, when the public 
liberty and fafety call for more gencrous 
and coftly exertions. Indeed, we may ne- 
ver expeat to find the marks of public vir- 
tue, the efforts of heroifm, or any kind of 
noblenefs, in a man who has no idea of 
glory and excellency, but what he 
hoards up in his barn, or ties up in his 
purfe. 


Ir 
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Ir is readily allowed there has not bees 
wanting ftatefmen and heroes, of the ge- 
nerous growth of nature ; though inftan- 
ces of this fort are not focommon. But 
if thefe had been favored with the im- 
provements of arts, they would have 
appeared to much greater advantage, 
and with brighter luftre. 


Nothing within the compafs of human 
ability, is of that real weight and impor- 
tance as the education of youth, the pro- 
pagation of knowledge. Defpetifm and 
tyranny want nothing but wealth and 
force; but liberty and order are {upported 
by knowledge and virtue. 


I swALv alfo mention the love of our 
country, or public virtue, as another eflen- 
tial fupport of good government and the 
public liberties. No model of govern- 
ment whatever can equal the importance 
of this principle, nor afford proper fafety 
and fecurity to the State without it. Its 
objet being the approbation of con- 
{cience, and its motive to exertion being 
the public welfare ; hence it can only 
dwell in fuperior minds, elevated above 
private intereft and felfith views. It does 
that for the public which domedtic affec- 

Bu tion 
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_ thon does among real friends ; but like 
other excellencies is more frequently pre-. 


tended to than pofleffed. 


__Intheantient Roman republic,it was the 
life and foul of the State which raifed ic 
to all its glory, being always awake to the 
public defence and good: And in every 
State ir muft under providence, be the 
fupport of government, the guardian of 
liberty, or no human wifdom or policy 
can fupport and preferve them. Civil fo- 
ciety cannot be maintained without juf- 
tice, benevolence, and. the focial virtues. 
Even the government of the Jerufalem 
above, could not render a vicious and 
abandoned people quiet and happy. The 
children of the. bond woman, flaves to 
vice, never can be free. If the reafon of 
the mind, man’s immediate rule of con- 
dua, is in bondage to corruption, he is 
verily the worft of flaves. 


Pusuic fpirit, through human imper- 
fection, is in danger of degenerating to 


* felfith paffion, which has a malignant in- 


fluence on public meafures. ‘This danger 
is the greater, becaufe the corruption is 


‘not commonly owned, nor foon difcerned. 


Such as are the moft difeafed with it, are 


apt to be the moft infenfible to their er- 
ror. Tus 


ES eee ee ener ee 


+ 
ee oe 


Pw 


THE exorbitant wealth of individuals, 
has a moft baneful influence on public vir- 
tue ; and therefore fhould be carefully 
guarded againft. It is, however, acknow- 
ledged to bea difficult mattter, to fecure a 
State from evils and mifchiefs from this 
quarter ; becaufe asthe world goes, and is 
like to go, wealth and riches wiil have 
their commanding influence. The public 
intereft being a remoter object than that 
of felf, hence perfons in power, are fo ge- 
nerally difpofed to turn it to their own 
advantage. A wicked rich man, we fee 
foon corrupts a whole neighbourhood, and 
a few of them will poifon the morals of 
a whole community. 


Tuts fovereign powcr of intereft,feems 
to have been much the fource of modern | 
politicks abroad, and has given birth to 
fuch maxims of pclicy as thefe, viz. ‘* that 
the wealth of a people is their truefi_ ho- 
nor, --- “* that every man has his price”--- 
* that the longeft purfe, and not the long- 
eft {word, will finally be vitorious”. But 
we truft and hope that American virtue, 
will be fufficient to convince the world, 
that fuch maxims are bafe, are ill-fougded, 
and altogether unfit and improper, to influ- 
ence and lead in government. 

C In 
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Tn the infancy of States, there is not 
commonly fo much danger of thefe mif- 
chiefs, becavfe the love of liberty and 
public virtue, are then more general and 
vigorous. Butthe danger is apt to increafe, 
with the wealth of individuals. 


Tuzst obfervations are founded upon 
fach well-known faéts, that the rulers of a 
free flate have fufficient warning to guard 
again{t the evils. The general diffufton of 
knowledge is the beft prefervative againft 
them, and the likelieft method to begetand 
increafe that public virtue, which, under 
God, will provelike the promifes ofthe gof- 


~ pel, an impregnable bulwark to the State. 


I aust not forget to mention religion 
both in rulers and people as of the higheft 
importance to the public. This is the 
moft facred principle that can dwell in the 
heman breaft. Itis of the higheft im- 
portance to men ; the moft perfective of 
the human foul. The truths of the gof- 
pel are the moft pure ; its motives the 
moft noble and animating, and its com- 
forts the molt fupporting to the mind. 


Tue Importance of religion to civil fo- 
ciety and government, is great indecd, as 
it 


ee 
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it keeps alive the beft fenfe of moral ob- 
ligation, a matter of fuch extenfive utility, 
efpecially in refpeét to an oath, which is 
one of the principal inftraments of govern- 
ment. The fear and reverence of God, 
and the terrors of eternity, ate the moft 
powerful reftraints upon the minds. of 
men. And hence it is of fpecial impor- 
tance ina free government, the fpirit of 
which being always friendly to the facred 
rights of confcience, it will hold up the 
gofpel as the great rule of faith and practice. 


EsTABLISHED modes and ufages in 
religion, more efpecially the ftated public 
worthip of God, fo generally form the 
principles, and manners of a people, that. 
changes, or alterations in thefe, efpecially, 
when nearly conformed to the fpirit and 
fimplicity of the gofpel, may well be 
efteemed very dangerous experiments in’ 
government. For this, and other reafons, 
she thoughtful and wife among vs, truit 
that our civil fathers, from a tegard to 
gofpel worfhip, and the conftimtion of 
thefe churches, will carefully preferve 
them ; and atall times, guard agaiol 
every innovation, that, might tend to over- 
fet the public: worfhip of God, though 
Such innovations may be urged from, the 
mol foaming zéal, Perfons of a glcomy, 
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ghoftly and myftic caft, abforbed in vifio- 
nary fcenes, deferve but little notice in 
matters, cither of religion or government. 
Let the reftraints of religion, once be bro- 
ken-down, as they infallibly would be, by 
leaving the fubject of public worthip, to 
the humors of the multitude, and we might 
well defy all human wifdom and power, to - 
fupport & preferve order andgovernmentin 
theState; Human conduét and characters, 
can never be better formed, than upon 
| the principles of our holy religion ; they 
give the juftcft fence, the moft adequate 
| views of the duties between rulers and 
people, and are the beft principles in the 
world,to-carry the ruler through the duties 
of his ftation... Ard, in cafe a feries of 
faithful fervices, fhould be followed with 
popular cenfure, as may be the cafe, yet 
the religious ruler will find the apprebation 
of his. confcience, a noble reward. 


Many other things might be mention- 
ed, as circumftances much in favor of a 
free government and public liberty, as, 
where the inhabitants of a State, can in 
general give their fuffrages in perfon ; and 
men of abilities are difperfed in the feveral 
parts ofa State, capable of public office 
and flation ; cf{pecially, if there is a gene- 
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ral diftribution of property, and the land- 
ed intereft not engroffed by a few, but 
poffeffed by the inhabitants in general thro 
the State; things of this nature wear a 
kind afpc&t. But for the prefervation and 
permanence of the State, it is of ftill higher 
importance that its internal ftrength be 
fupported upon the great pillars of capacity, 
defence and union. The full liberty of 
the prefs, that eminent inftrument of pro- 
moting knowledge, and great palladium of 
the public liberty, being enjoyed ; the 
learned profeffions direéted to the public 
good ; the great principles of legiflation 
and government ; the great examples and 
truths of hiftory ; the maxims of gene- 


-rous and upright policy, end the feverer 
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truths of philofophy, inveftigated and ap- 
prehended by a general application to 
books, and by obfervationand experiment, 
are means by which the capacity of a ftate 
will be ftrong and refpeétable, and the 
number of fuperior minds will be daily 
encrealing. 


STRENGTH, courage and military cif 
cipline, being, under God, the great de- 
fence of a ftate, as thefe are cultivated and 
improved, the public defence will increafe : 
And, if there is added to thcfe, a general 

unica 
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union, a fpirit of harmony, the internal 
ftrength and beauty of the ftate will be 
great indeed. ‘ 


_ THE variety and freedom of opinion 
is apt to check the union of a free itate ; 
and in cafe the union be interrupted 
merely from the freedeém of opinion, con- 
tefting for real rights and priviledges, the 
ftate and its government may ftill be ftrong 
and fecure, as was in fact the cafe in an- 
cient Rome, in the more difinterc{ted pert- 
ods of that republic. But if parties and 
factions arifing from falfe ambition, avarice 
or revenge, run high, they endanger the 
ftate, which was the cafe in the latter peri- 
ods of the republic of Rome. Hence, the 
parties in a free flate, if aimed at the pub- 
Jic liberty and welfare, are falutary ; but 
if felfith intereft and views are their fource, 
they are both dangerous and deftructive, 


THE language of jnft complaint, the 
voice of real grievance, in moft cafes, may 
cafily be diftinguifhed from the meer cla- 
mor of felfith, turbulent and difappointed 
men. The ear of a righteous government 
will always be open to the former, its 
hand with wifdom and prudence will fup- 
prefs the larter: And fince paflion is as 

natpral 
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natural to men as reafon, much difcretion 
fhould be ufed to calm and quiet difaffected 
minds. Coercives in government, fhould al- 
ways be heldas very dangerous political phy- 
fic ; fuch as have gone into the practice have 
commoaly either killed or loft their patients. 


A fpirit of union is certainly a moft 
happy omen in a ftate, and upon righteous 
principles fhould be cultivated and impro- 
ved with diligence. It greatly ttrengthens 
public meafures, and gives them vigor and 
difpatch ; fo that but fmall ftates when 
united, have done wonders in defending 
their liberties againft powerful monarchs. 
Of this we have a memorable example in 
the lirtte ftate of Athéms, which deftroyed 
the fleet of Xerxes, confifting of a thou- 
jand fhips, aod drove Darius with his ar- 
my of three hundred thoufand men out 
of Grecce. 


Ir mut not be forgotten, that much, 
very much depends upon rulers, to render 
a free government, quiet,permanent and ref- 
peétful ; they ought therefore in an eminent 
degree to poffefs thofe virtues and abilities 
which are the fource and fupport of fach a 
government. 


THE 
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THE modern maxims of policy abroad, 
the bafe arts of bribery and corruption, of 
intrigue and diffimulation, will foon be 
produétive of evils and mifchiefs in the 
ftate. And fince a corruption of man- 
ners almoft neceflarily follows a corrup- 
tion of policy, the rulers of a free ftate 
ought to be influenced by the moft gene- 
rous and righteous principles and views. 
Ignorant and defigning men fhould be 
kept from public offices in the ftate, as 
the former will be dupes to the ambitious, 
and the latter will be likely to prove the 
inftruments of difcord. 


MEN upon their firft promotion, com- 
monly aé& and fpeak with an air of meck- 
nefs and diffidence, which however, may 
confit with firmnefs and refolution. The 
practice of power is apt to diflipate thefe 
humble airs ; for this and other reafons, 
it may generally be beft not to continue 
perfons a long time in places of honor 
and emolument. 


THE qualities of a good ruler, may be 
eftimated from the nature of a free govern- 
ment. Power. being a delegation, ard all 
delegated power being in its nature fubor- 
dinate and limited, hence rulers are Ze 
trui- 


P28, 
truftees, and government a truft; there- 
fore fidelity is a prime qualification in a 
ruler; this joined with good natural and 
acquired abilities, goes far to compleat the 
character. 


NaTuRAt difpofition that is benevo- 
lent and kind, embellifhed with the grace- 
ful modes of addrefs, agreeably ftrike the 
mind, and hence in preference to greater 


real abilities will commonly carry the votes. 


of a people. It is however a truth in fact, 
that perfons of this caft are fubje& to a 
degree of indolence, from which arifes 
an averfion to thofe ftudies which form 
the great and attive patriot. It is alfo a 
temper liable to that flexibility which may 
prove prejudicial to the ftate. 


A coop acquaintance with mankind, a 
knowledge of the leading paffions and 
principles of the human mind, is of High 
importance in the chara¢ter before us. 
For common and well known truths and 
_real faé&ts, ought to determine us in hu- 
man matters. We fhould take mankind 
as they are, and not as they ought to be, 
or would be, if they were perfect in wif- 
dom and virtue. So, in our fearches for 
truth and knowledge, and in our labors for 
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improvement, we fhould keep within the 
ken or compafs of the human mind. The 
welfare of the public, being the great ob- 
ject of the rulers vicws, they ought of 
confequence, to be difcerning in the times, 
always awake and watchful, to the public 
danger and defence. 


AnD in order that government may 
fupport a proper air of dignity, and com- 
mand refpeét, the ruler fhould engage in 
public matters, and perform the duties of his 
office, with gravity and folemnity of fpirit ; 
with wifdom he will deliberate upon pub- 
lic meafures, and tenacious of a well form- 
ed purpofe and defign, he will purfue it 
with an inflexible ftability. 


Potiticat knowledge, a fenfe of 
honor, an open and generous mind, it is 
‘confeffed, will dire@ and urge a ruler to 
actions and exertions, beneficial to the 
State. And, if added to thefe, he has a 
principle of religion, and the fear of God, 
it will, in the beft manner, fit him for the. 
whole courfe of allotted duty. The great- 
eft reftraints, the nobleft motives, and the. 
beft {upports arife from our holy religion. 
The pious ruler, is by far, the moft . 
likely to promote the public good. His 
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example. will have the moft happy influ- 
ence ; his public devotions will: net only 
be aéts of worfhip and homage to God, 
but alfo of charity to men. Superior to 
bafe paffions, and little refentments, undif- 
mayed by danger, not awed by threat- 
nings, he guides the helm in ftorm and 
tempeft, and is ready if called in provi- 
dence, to facrifice his life for his country’s 
good. Moft of all concerned, to approve 
himfelf to his God, he avoids the fubtle 
arts of chicanery, which are productive of 
fo much mifchief in a State ; exerctfing a 
con{cience void of offence, he has food to 
eat which the world knows not of, and in 
the hour of his death, that folemn period, 
has a hope and confidence in God, which 
is better than a thoufand worlds. 


A STATE, and its inhabitants thus cir- 
cumftanced, in refpec&t to government, 
principle, morals, capacity, union and ru- 
lers, make up the moft ftriking portrait, 
the livelieft emblem of the Jerufalem that 
is above, that this world can afford. 


TuaT this may be the condition of 
thefe free,independent, and fovereign States 
of America, we have the wifhes and pray- 
ers of all good men. Indulgent Heaven 
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feems to invite and urge us to accept the 
blefling. A kind and wonderful provi- 
dence has conduéted us, by aftonifhing 
fteps, as it were, within fight of the pro- 
mifed land. We ftand this day upon 
Pifgah’s top, the children of the free wo- 
man, the defcendents of a pious race, who 
from the iove of liberty, and the fear of 
God, {pent their treafure, and fpilt their 
blood. Animated by the fame great fpirit 
of liberty, and determined under God to 
be free, thefe ftates have made one of the 
nobleft ftands againft defpotifm and tyran- 
ny, that can be met with, in the annals of 
hiftory, either antient or modern. One 
common caufe, one common danger, and 
one common intereft has united and urged 
us to the moft vigorous exertions. From 
{mall beginnings, from great weaknefs, 
impelled from neceflity, and the tyrant’s 
rod, but following the guidance of heaven, 
we have gone thro’ a courfe of noble and 
heroic actions, with minds fuperior to the 
moft virulent menaces, and to all the hor- 
rors of war, for we trufted in'the God of 
our fore-fathers. We have been all along 
the {corn and derifion of our enemies, but 
the care of heaven, the charge of God, 
And hence, cur caufe and union, like the 
rifiag fun, have fhonc brighter and brighter. 
Thanks 
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Thanks be to God, we this day behold in 
the fulnefs of our fpirit, the great object 
of our wifhes, of our toils, and wars, 
brightening in our view. 


Tue battles we have already fought, 
the victories * we have won, the pride of 
tyranny that muft needs have been hum- 
bled, mark the characters of the freemen 
of America with diftinguifhed honour, and 
will be read with aftonifhment by gene- 
rations yet unborn. 


Tue luft of dominion is a bafe and 
detefted principle, the defire of revenge, 
is an infernal one, and the former if oppo- 
fed, commonly produces the latter. From. 
thefe our enemies feem to have taken 
their meafures, and hence have treated us 
with the greateft indignities, reproaches, 
infults.and cruelties, that were ever heaped 
upon a people, when ftruggling for their 
all. The remembrance of thefe things 

can 
* The memorable and compleat vidtory cbiained 
over Gen. Burgoyne, and his whole army, will not 
only immortalize the character of the brave Gen. 

Gates, and the officers and troops under his com- 

mand, but confideriug the pesmi, apie Bri- 

tain would be at, in replacing fuch an army in 

America, together with other reafous, renders it 

highly probable, it may prove one of ihe cagital 

events that decides the war, and cftablifhes the 
independcacy of theie {tates. 
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ean never be loft. And altho’ underGod, 
American wifdom and valor, have hither- 
to oppofed and baffled both their force and | 
fraud, and we trult ever will ; yet, juftice 
to our caufe, to ourfelves, and to our pofte- 
rity, as well asa moft righteous refent- 
ment, abfolntely forbid, that any thing 
fhould pacify eur minds, fhort of a full 
and perfect independence. This, fuppor- 
ted by the wifdom, virtue and ftrength of 
the continent, muft be our great charter of 
liberty : naturehas given ustheclaim, and 
the God of nature, appears to be helping 
of us to affert and maintain it. 1am led 
to {peak upon this point, with the greateft 
confidence, from the late meafures andre- 
folves, of that auguft Affembly, the Ame- 
rican Congrefs, which were fo circumflan- 
ced, and timed, as muft with their general 
conduét, raife a monument to their fame, 
that will bid defiance, even to the deyour- 
ing hand of time itfelf. 


WE muft be infidels, the worft of infi- 
dels, to difown, or difregard the hand that 
has raifed us up fuch benevolent and pow- 
erful affiftants, intimes of great diftrefs. 
How wonderful, that God, who in antient 
times, “girded Cyrus with his might,” 
fhould difpofe his moft Chriftian Majetty, 

the 
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the King of France, to enter into the moft 
open, and generous alliance, with thefe in- 
dependent ftates ; an event in providence, 
which like the beams of the morning, cheer 
and enliven this great continent. We mutt 
cherifh the feelings of gratitude, to fuch 
friends in our diftrefs ; we muft hold our 
treaties facred and binding. 


Is it poffible for us to behold the afhes, 
the ruins of large and opulent towns, that 
have been burnt in the moft wanton man- 
ner ; to view the graves of our dear coun- 
trymen, whofe blood has been moft cru- 
elly fpilt ; to hear the cries and {creaches 
of our ravifhed matrons and virgins, that 
had the misfortune to fall into the enemies 
hands, and think of returning to that cruel 
and bloody power which has done all thefe 
thiags ? no ! we are not to fuppofe fuch a 
thought can dwell in the mind of a free 
fenfible American. The fame feelings in 
nature that led a peruvian prince to choofe 
the other place, mutt alfo teach us, to prefer 
connections with any people on the globe, 
rather than with thofe from whom we have 
experienced fach unrighteous feverities, and 
unpartelled cruelties. 


ie 


Bee ee 


Ir feems as if a little more labour and 
exertion will bring us to reap the harvelt 
of all our toils ; and certainly we muft 
efteem the freedom and independency of 
thefe ftates, a moft ample reward for all 
our fufferings. In preference to all human 
affairs, our caufe ftill merits, and ever has 
done, the moft firm and manly fupport. 
In this, the greateft of all human caufes, 
numbers of the virtuous Americans have 
loft their all—I recall my words, they have 
not loft it ; no, but from the pureft prin- 
ciples have offered it up in facrifice upon 
the golden altar of liberty; the {weet per- 
fumes have afcended to heaven, and fhall 
be had in everlafting remembrance. 


In this ftage of our ftruggle, we are by 
no means to indulge to a fupine and dila- 
tory fpitit, which might yet be fatal ; nor 
have we to take our refolutions from def- 
pair ; far from this, we have the nobleft 
motives, the higheft encouragements. I 
know the ardor of the human mind is apt 
in time to abate, tho’ the fubject be ever fo 
important ; but furely the blood of our 
friends and countrymen ftill crying in our 
ears, like the fouls of the martyrs under the 
altar, .maft arouze and fire every nobler 
paffion of the mind, Moreover, 

To 
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To anticipate the future glory of Ame- 
rica, from our prefent hopes and profpecs, 
is ravifhing and tranfporting to the mind. 
In this light we behold our country be- 
yond the reach of all oppreffors; under 
the great charter of independence, enjoy- 
ing the pureft liberty ; beautiful and ftrong 
in its union; the envy of tyrants and 
devils, but the delight of God, and all 
good men ; a refuge to the oppreffed ; the 
joy of the earth: each ftate happy in a 
wife model of government and aboundiag 
with wife men, patriots and heroes ; the 
ftrength and abilities of the whole conti- 
nent, collected in a grave and venerable 
council, at the head of all, fecking and 
promoting the good of the prefent and 
future generations. Hail my happy coun- 
try faved of the Lord !. Happy land, emer- 
ged from the deluges of the old world, 
drowned in luxury and lewd excefs! Hail - 
happy pofterity, that fhall reap the peace- 
ful fruits of our fufferings, fateagucs and 
‘wars! With fuch profpects, fuch tranfport- 
ing views, it is difficult tokcep the paffions 
or the tongue within the bounds of chri- 
flian moderation. But far be it from us, 
to indulge vain glory, or return railing for | 
railing, or to infult our foes ; we cultivate 
better principles of humanity and bravery, 
and would much rather cherifh the eee 
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of pity, efpecially to thofe of our enemies 
of better minds, whofe names with the 
bafer may appear in the pages of impartial 
hiftory with indelible blemifh. We with 
from the infatuation and wickednefs, and 
fate of our enemies, the world would 
learn leffons in wifdom and virtue; that 
princes would learn never to opprefs their 
fubjeéts ; That the vaugkting Generals of 
Britain would learn never more to defpife 
and contemn their enemy, nor prove blaf- 
phemers of God and religion: We with 
the whole world may learn the worth of 
liberty ; and may the inhabitants of thefe 
ftates, when their independence and free- 
dom fhall be compleated, blefs God for 
ever and ever, for thine O Lerd is the 
power and the glory, and the victory. 


Burt under our raifed expeétations of 


_feeing the good of God’s chofen, let us 
~ think foberly, let us at wifely. The pub- 
lic (till calls aloud for the united cfforts, 
both of rulers and people ; nor have we 
as yet put of the harnefs. We have many 
things amifs among ourfelves, that need to 
be reformed ; many internal difeafes to 
cure, and fecret internal enemies to watch 
againft, whe may aim a fatal blow, while 
making the higheft pretenfions to our 
caufe ; for plaufible pretences are common 
covers 
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covers to the blackeft defigns. We with 
we had more public virtue, ard that peo- 
ple would not be fo grecdy of cheating 
themfelves and their neighbours. We 
wifh for much greater exertions to promote 
education and knowledge, and virtue and 
piety. But in all ftates there will be fuch, 
as want no learning, no government, no 
religion at all. 


For the cure of our internal political 
difeafes and to promote the health and 
vigour, the defence and fafety of the ftate, 
oureyes under God are direéted to our 
rulers ; and from that wifdomand prudence 
with which they have conduéted our pub- 
lic affairs, in the moft trying times, we have 
the higheft encouragement tolookto them. 


As a token of unfeigned refpea, the 
Honorable gentlemen of both houfes of 
Affembly prefent, will permit me by way 
of addrefs, to obferve ; that the freemen 
of this ftace, by deligating their powers to 
you, my civil fathers, have repofed the 
greateft truft and confidence in you, from 
whence we doubt not, but you are fenfible 
arifes the meft facred obligation to fidelity. 
Preferving a conftant fenfe of this, and 
keeping the public welfare as your great 
object in view ; we truft you'll never be 
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wanting in your beft endeavours, and moft 
vigorous exertions, to defend and deliver 
yourcountry. The matters of the war, 
will undoubtedly at prefent, claim your 
firft and principle attention, always efteem- 
ing its great object, the liberty of your 
country, of more ineftimable value than 
all the treafure of the world; and there- 
fore, to -obtain and fecure it, no necef- 
fary charges or cofts are to be fpared. 
The internal matters of the ftate, that 
claim your attention, tho’ they may pafs 
a fevere {crutiny, will be noticed with all 
juftice and impartiality. Andinthe choice 
of acouncil, that important branch of 
our legiflature, from which we have expe- 
rienced fuch eminent fervices, of which 
branch, or one nearly fimilar, we hope 
this ftate will never be deftitute ; in this 
choice, perfons of known ability, of pub- 
lic virtue and religion, and poffe fled of the 


fpirit of liberty, will have the preference. 


Tre burdens of your ftation are always 
great, and in thefe times are much increaf- 
ed, but you have the beft of motives for 
exertion ; you have the confolation, which 
arifes from the fulleft affurance of the 
jettice of our caufe ; you have the unecaf- 
ing prayers of good men. More than all 


whole, 
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thefe, you have the countenance and {miles 
of Heaven, with unceafing ardor there- 
fore, you will ftrive to be laborers tegether 
with God 


As nothing will be omitted, that the 
good of the ftate calls for, we expect to 
fee greater exertions in promoting the 
means of education and knowledge, * than 
ever have yet been made among us ; you 
will efpecially allow me, my fathers, to 
recommend our college, fo much the glory 
of our land, to your fpecial attention, and 
moft generousencouragements. For every 
thing that is excellent and good, that we 
hope and wifh for in future, in a moft 
important and effential fenfe, is conneéted 
with, and depends upon exertions and 
endeavours of thiskind- Inced notobferve 

THE 


t In matters of fcience, we have a moft ample 
fisid open for improvement, to compleat the geo- 
graphy of our covatry ; to improve in the arts 
of agriculture and manufadure, and of Phylic, 
and other branches of fcience, are great objects 
that demand our fpecial attentioa, and to obtain 
which, an uninterrupted courfe of obfervation and 
experiment ought to bekept up. And if our 
General Affembly would form and eftablifh upon 
generous principles, a fociety of arts and {ciences, 
ia this ftate, they would molt certainly do great 
honor to themfslves, and moft eminent fervice 
to the pubic, 
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THE leaders and rulers in our glorious 
caufe, have a fair opportunity of tranfmit- © 
ing theirnames to pofterity, with characters 
of immortal honour. With my whole 
foul, I with you the blefling of God and 
the prefence and guidance of his holy fpirit. 

My hearers : 

Let us all hearken to the calls of our 
country, to the calls of God; and learn 
thofe leffons in wifdom, which are fo 
forceably inculcated upon us,in thefe times, 
and by fuch wonderful meafures in Provi- 
dence. From a facred regard, both tothe 
goodnefs and feverity. of God, Jct us fol- 
low the guidance of his providence, and 
in the way of duty, leave ourfelves, and 
all events with God. 

REMEMBERING, that Jerufalém which 
is above, isthe mother of us all, that we 
are children, “ not of the bond woman, 
** but of the free.” Let us fland faft in 
the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made 
us free, and be not entangled again with 
the yoke of bondage. Imitating the virtue, 
the piety, the love of liberty, fo confpicu- 
ous in our pious anceflors, like them let 
us exert ourfelves for the good of pofterity. 
With diligence, Jet us cultivate the fpirit 
of liberty, of public virtue, of union and 
religion ; and thus frengthen the hands 
of government, and the great pillars of 
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the ftate. Our own corfciences will re- 
proach us, and the world condemn us, if 
we do not properly refpeét, and obey, and 
reverence the government of our own 
choofing. - The eyes of the whole world 
are upon us in thefe critical times, and 
what is yet more, the eyes of Almighty 
God; let us a& worthy of our profeffed 
principles, of our glorious caufe, that in 
fome good meafure, we may anfwer the 
expectations of God and of men. 


Let uscultivate the heavenly temper, 
and facredly regard the great motive of the 
world tocome. And God of his mercy 
grant, the bleffings of peace may foon 
fucceed, to the horrors of war; and that 
from the enjoyment of the fweets of li- 
berty here, we may in our turn and order, 
goto the full enjoyment of the nobler 
liberties above, in that new Jerufalem, 
that city of the living God, thatis enlight- 
ened by the glory of God and of the 
Lamb. 
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